THE TOKYO TOILET

Discover the art project “THE TOKYO TOILET / SHIBUYA”
at public toilets in Shibuya, Tokyo

This summer the new art project “THE TOKYO TOILET / SHIBUYA” will turn 11 public toilets in
Shibuya, Tokyo, into exhibition spaces with works by renowned photographer Daido Moriyama
depicting the public restrooms of THE TOKYO TOILET (TTT) project. The exhibition runs from
Saturday, July 19 through Tuesday, September 23.

In addition to the 10 uniquely designed toilets located in parks, the Hatagaya Public Toilet, which
includes an open space for multi purposes, will host an installation of Moriyama’s images, while the
Jingu-Dori Park Toilet will feature special signage introducing both the overall TTT initiative and
“THE TOKYO TOILET / SHIBUYA” project. Special toilet paper printed with Moriyama’s images will
also be made available at each site for visitors to experience.

Launched in 2018, the TTT project redesigned 17 public toilets in Shibuya through the vision of 16
world-class creators, making them safe and comfortable for everyone regardless of gender, age, or
disability. The architecturally striking facilities—reminiscent of rain shelters, spacecraft, and even a
squid—also served as settings for Wim Wenders’ film PERFECT DAYS.

Toilets are a symbol of the “omotenashi” hospitality that Japan proudly presents to the world. Yet
many public restrooms remain under-used because they are perceived as dark, dirty, smelly, or
even threatening. Through the power of creative design, the creators involved in TTT are proposing
new possibilities for society and new ways to address social challenges.

Even a facility designed by a famous creator will not be used unless it is kept spotless. For that
reason, from the beginning of the project every TTT restroom has been cleaned up to three times a
day—triple the ordinary frequency—uwith rigorous maintenance a top priority. By keeping the toilets



immaculate, we aim to foster a mindset among users that they too should leave it clean. If public
toilets are recognized and valued as beautiful spaces within the design world, that awareness should
only grow. By telling stories that cast the cleaning staff as protagonists, we hope visitors will realize
that there are actual humans working to keep these places clean. In this same spirit, we launched art
projects featuring TTT and have actively shared our activities through photography, film,
publications, and other media.

The first art project, “THE TOKYO TOILET / MILANO,” debuted in Milan in 2022. During the Salone
del Mobile Milano, the world’s largest design fair, we renovated the public restroom inside Duomo
subway station and unveiled an installation of newly shot TTT photographs by world-renowned
photographer Daido Moriyama. The second edition followed in 2023 at Paris Photo, the annual
international photography fair, where Moriyama presented “THE TOKYO TOILET / PARIS.” This
summer, the project returns to its roots with the third installment, “THE TOKYO TOILET / SHIBUYA,”
staged in the TTT restrooms of Shibuya, Tokyo. Moriyama’s photographs will be installed across 11
uniquely designed toilets depicted in the photos, and each site will offer visitors a new experience
with special toilet paper printed with his images.

Project Outline:

Dates: July 19 (Sat) — September 23 (Tue)

Locations: = Sasazuka Greenway Public / Hatagaya Public / Nanago Dori Park
Nishihara Itchome Park / Haru-no-Ogawa Community Park
Yoyogi Fukamachi Mini Park / Jingu-Dori Park / Nabeshima Shoto Park
Ebisu Park / Ebisu East Park / Hiroo East Park
*The special toilet paper will be available only while supplies last.

Host: Shibuya City

Photography: Daido Moriyama

Planning: MASTER MIND LTD.

Partners: MATCH&CO / TANK / SKWAT / SWITCH

Management & Support of THE TOKYO TOILET Project:

Launched in 2018 through the initiative and funding of Koji Yanai, THE TOKYO TOILET project has
operated with the full cooperation of Shibuya City and day-to-day oversight by The Nippon
Foundation. Renovation of all 17 public toilets was completed in 2023, and from April 1, 2024
onward, Shibuya City took over direct responsibilities for maintenance. Design and construction
were carried out with the support of Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd., while TOTO Ltd. provided
surveys of existing conditions and proposals for toilet fixtures and equipment.

Message from Ken Hasebe, Mayor of Shibuya City:

“I would like to once again take this opportunity to thank the many people, including internationally
active architects and creators, who have supported THE TOKYO TOILET by helping refurbish,
clean, and maintain the public restrooms across Shibuya City. Beginning in the previous fiscal year,
day-to-day upkeep has been transferred from The Nippon Foundation to Shibuya City itself.

To keep these facilities in pristine condition, and to spark interest so that everyone treats public
toilets with care, we will stage a THE TOKYO TOILET photo exhibition. We believe that if more
people embrace the idea of “let’s keep the toilets clean,” and these restrooms gain recognition and
appreciation as beautiful spaces within the world of creative design, that awareness will only
deepen.

Through this exhibition, we hope to introduce THE TOKYO TOILET to an even wider audience and
to inspire fresh thinking about how public toilets are used and what they can become.



Message from Daido Moriyama, Photographer:

“Public toilets were once places that simply served the bodily need to relieve oneself, facilities that
all but hid in the folds of the city. Yet each toilet created for this project projects a striking sense of
brightness. Sunlight falls on them as on a small oasis, and | feel they have transformed the very idea
of what a toilet can be. Even parks that used to sit quietly on the city’s margins now stand in plain
view, taking on a more central presence. | believe TTT’s greatest accomplishment is that, for a brief
moment in everyday life, these toilets have become spaces where anyone can feel at ease.

Displaying the TTT photographs | took in Shibuya inside the toilets themselves is, in effect, returning
images captured in the city back to the city. Once they leave the photographer’s hands, the pictures
change form and spread outward, evolving anonymously in people’s memories. That, to me, is the
greatest power of photography.”

Daido Moriyama Profile:

Born in Osaka in 1938. After apprenticing with photographers Takeji Iwamiya and Eikoh Hosoe,
Moriyama struck out on his own in 1964. He has published work continuously in photography
magazines, and in 1967 his series “Nippon Gekijo” (Japan Theater) earned him the Newcomer
Award from the Japan Photo-Critics Association. In 2012 he received the Infinity Award for Lifetime
Achievement at the 28th International Center of Photography (ICP) Awards in New York. His second
solo exhibition at the Fondation Cartier pour I'art contemporain in Paris, “DAIDO TOKYO,” opened in
2016. The French government appointed him Chevalier of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in 2018,
and in 2019 he was honored with the Hasselblad Foundation International Award in Photography.

Inquires for THE TOKYO TOILET project: THE TOKYQ TOILET Contact
Press contact for THE TOKYO TOILET / SHIBUYA: thetokyotoilet.mastermind@gmail.com

tokyotoilet.jp


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=xLKhBLDBCkSOjRdC_Bhle0DkdzE8ZNVLgcBQNLYMi6hUMExRUUI5WVpIUURXMjAzWDRCSEUyQlFOMC4u
mailto:thetokyotoilet.mastermind@gmail.com
https://tokyotoilet.jp/
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